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Education 
 
 University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign August 2002 to January 2010 

• Doctor of Philosophy in History in Progress 

• Major Field: United States History since 1815  

• Minor Fields: Race, Ethnicity, and Cultural Hybridity; Transnational Culture of Sport 

• Advisors: Dr. Adrian Burgos and Dr. David Roediger 

• Dissertation Committee: Dr. Adrian Burgos, Dr. David Roediger, Dr. Michael Giardina, Dr. 

Frederick Hoxie 

• Defended: December 1, 2009; Deposited: January 4, 2010; Conferred: May 16, 2010 

• Dissertation title: An American Spectacle: College Mascots and the Performance of Tradition 

University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign August 2002 to December 2004 

• Master of Arts in American History 

• Advisors: Dr. Adrian Burgos and Dr. David Roediger 

 Miami University, Oxford, OH September 2000 to May 2002 

• Master of Arts in American History 

• Advisor: Dr. Marguerite Shaffer 

• Thesis Committee: Dr. Marguerite Shaffer, Dr. Allan Winkler, Dr. Andrew Cayton 

Miami University, Oxford, OH September 1997 to December 2000  

• Bachelors of Arts: History and English Literature Majors 

 

Academic Experience 

Post Doctoral Research Assistant, Institute for Computing in Humanities, Arts, and Social Science 

(I-CHASS), National Center for Supercomputing Applications, January 16, 2010- Present. 

• Project development and grant writing for Humanities projects 

• Research related to “An American Spectacle: College Mascots and the Performance of 

Tradition” 



Graduate Assistant, Institute for Computing in the Humanities, Arts, and Social Science (I-

CHASS), National Center for Supercomputing Applications, January 2008- January 2010. 

• Curriculum and Workshop development related to advanced computing and humanities, arts, 

and social science disciplines. 

• Grant development including identifying grant targets, writing proposals, developing 

budgets, and administrating awarded grants. 

• National and International program development for I-CHASS projects. Please consult: 

http://www.chass.illinois.edu for a complete list of projects. 

Lecturer, Department of History, History 273: Illinois History, June 2008 to August 2008. 

• Responsibilities associated with design of course content including exams, papers, course 

website, and primary source guide as well as daily lectures for course. 

Graduate Teaching Assistant, Department of History, August 2007 to December 2007. 

• Facilitation of small group discussions and exercises including designing and administering 

examinations, quizzes, and writing assignments. 

• Teaching Course: Western Civilization Since 1660 (course lecturer: Dr. Harry Liebersohn) 

Research Assistant, Department of History, Dr. Frederick Hoxie, August 2006 to December 2006. 

• Various administrative duties related to Dr. Hoxie’s research and teaching responsibilities 

including primary source indexing, digitizing course materials and images, designing course 

website and general organizational efforts. 

Lecturer, Department of History, History 172/173: History of the United States, 1877 to the 

Present, June 2006 to August 2006. 

• Responsibilities associated with design of course content including exams, papers, course 

website, and primary source guide as well as daily lectures for course. 

Graduate Assistant, Department of History, Dr. Kathy Oberdeck, January 2005 to May 2006. 

• Responsibilities related to Dr. Oberdeck’s position as Director of Graduate Studies include: 

administrative and organizational tasks, aiding in the Faculty Search committees, and 

facilitating graduate student recruitment visits. 

Graduate Assistant, Department of History, Dr. Clare Crowston, August 2004 to May 2005. 

• Responsibilities related to Dr. Crowston’s position as Director of Graduate Studies include: 

administrative and organizational tasks, aiding in the Randall Chair Search in American 

History, website advising, and facilitating graduate student recruitment visits. 

Graduate Teaching Assistant, Department of History, August 2003 to August 2004. 

• Facilitation of small group discussions and exercises including designing and administering 

examinations, quizzes, and writing assignments. 



• Teaching Courses: 1) United States History from 1877 to the Present (course lecturer: Dr. 

Fred Jaher; 2) United States History to 1877 (course lecturer: Dr. Augusto Espiritu); 3) 

United States History to 1877 (course lecturer: Kerry Wynn) 

Research Assistant, Department of History, Dr. Adrian Burgos, May 2003 to Present. 

• Research relating to Playing America’s Game(s): Baseball, Race, and Latinos, 1868-1959 

and The “Latins from Manhattan”: The New York Cubans, Latinos, and the Politics of 

Community in Harlem, 1910-1950. 

Graduate Assistant, American Indians of Illinois Online, Dr. Brenda Farnell, Department of 

Anthropology, June 2003 to August 2003. 

• Development of course materials and website design for American Indians of Illinois Online 

Project 

 Graduate Assistant, Native American House, December 2002 to May 2003. 

• Creation and maintenance of Native American House Website 

• Administrative duties including event planning and management 

Graduate Teaching Assistant, Department of History, August 2002 to December 2002. 

• Facilitation of small group discussions and exercises including designing and administering 

examinations, quizzes, and writing assignments. 

• Teaching courses: United States History 1877 to Present (course lecturer: Dr. David 

Roediger 

Graduate Student Aide, The William H. McGuffey Museum, Oxford, Ohio, June to August 2002. 

• Creation and organization of archival system for McGuffey Readers Collection. 

• Establishment of archival equipment management system. 

• Development of publicity materials relating to the McGuffey Reader Collection and The 

McGuffey Museum. 

• Exhibit creation for the 75th Anniversary School of Education Exhibit, Miami University. 

Graduate Research Assistant, Miami University, Dr. Marguerite Shaffer, September 2001 to May 

2002. 

• Duties include contacting museums and public schools, designing mailings, creating websites 

and clerical support. 

Graduate Teaching Assistant, Department of History, Miami University 2000 to May 2002. 

• Facilitate discussion, design exams, and teach small groups 

• Teaching courses: World History to 1500 (Dr. Yihong Pan),  World History from 1500 (Dr. 

David Fahey), American History to 1865 (Dr. Andrew R.L. Cayton), American History Since 

1865 (Dr. Allan Winkler) 



Miami University, Oxford, OH, Student Aide I 1998 University Archives. 

• Responsible for data entry, and clerical support University Archives Project 

• Cataloged archived materials specific to Miami University 

 

Honoraries, Awards, Notable Achievements 

• Dean’s List, 1999- 2002. 

• Graduate Student Essay Award, North American Society for Sport History, Thirtieth Annual 

Conference, French Lick, IN, May 2002. 

• University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign student recipient of the 2003 Committee on Institutional 

Cooperation selective seminar on “Nineteenth-Century Native American Representations,” at the 

D’Arcy McNickle Center for American Indian Studies at the Newberry Library, under the direction of 

Susan Sleeper-Smith, Michigan State University.  

• Incomplete List of Teaching Excellence, Fall 2002, Fall 2007, Summer 2008. University of Illinois at 

Urbana-Champaign. 

• Department of History Fellowship, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, August 2005 to 

December 2005. 

• Department of History Fellowship, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, January 2007 to May 

2007. 

• National Endowment for the Humanities Institute for Advanced Topics in the Digital Humanities Grant 

Writer: Humanities High Performance Computing Collaboratory: “Coordinating High Performance 

Computing Institutes and the Digital Humanities” Grant for the Institute for Computing in Humanities, 

Arts, and Social Science. Award Amount: $249,000.00. 

• National Endowment for the Humanities Institute for Advanced Topics in the Digital Humanities Grant 

Co-Writer: Challenge Grant for the Institute for Computing in Humanities, Arts, and Social Science. 

Award Amount: $750,000 

 

Publications 

• “Creating Tradition and Defining “Indianness”, Studies in Symbolic Interaction 34 (Publication Pending: 

edited anthology by Norman Denzin and C. Richard King.) 

• Review, Gerald R. Gems, The Athletic Crusade: Sport and American Cultural Imperialism (Lincoln: 

University of Nebraska Press, 2006.) Material Culture 41 (2): Fall 2009, pg. 71- 74.  

• “Chasing Objectivity? Critical Reflections on History, Identity, and the Public Performance of Indian 

Mascots.” (Publication Pending in International Review of Qualitative Research, special issue on Sport 

and Auto-Ethnography, edited by Michael Giardina.) 



• Review, Michael F. Brown, Who Owns Native Culture? (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 

2004.) Material Culture for the Pioneer American Society. 

• Review, John Cimprich, Fort Pillow, A Civil War Massacre and Public Memory (Baton Rouge, LA: 

Louisiana State University, 2005.) Material Culture and Pioneer America Society Transactions 31:2008 

for the Pioneer American Society. 

• Co-author, Test Bank and Instructor’s Resource Manual, in The People: A History of Native America, 

authored by Dr. Frederick Hoxie, R. David Edmunds, and Neil Salisbury. 

• “Questioning Indians on the Field: Native Americans, Sports Mascots, and the Education of Whiteness.” 

(Publication Pending in The Journal of Sport and Social Issues, edited by C.L. Cole and Adrian Burgos.)  

• Review, Jeffrey Powers-Beck, The American Indian Integration of Baseball (Lincoln, NE: University of 

Nebraska Press, 2004.) H-Arete for the Sport Literature Association. 

http://www.uta.edu/english/sla/br050622.html 

 

Conference Presentations 

• Third International Congress for Qualitative Inquiry, May 4, 2007, University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign.  “Chasing Objectivity: Sport, Auto-ethnography, and Indian Mascots.” 

• Committee on Institutional Cooperation, American Indian Studies Consortium, Seventh Annual 

Graduate Conference, April 21, 2006, Indiana University. “Educating the Public: Sports Mascots, 

History, and Racial Ideology.”  

• The Association for Cultural Studies, Fifth Annual Conference: Crossroads in Cultural Studies, June 26, 

2004, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. “Educating the Public: Sports Mascots, History, and 

Racial Ideology.” 

• Capitalizing on Sport: America, Democracy, and Everyday Life. Conference sponsored by the 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and the Center on Democracy in a Multiracial Society, 

March 14, 2003. “Native American Mascots and American Historiography.” 

• North American Society for Sport History, May 2002, French Lick, IN. “Red Card: the Role of Native 

Americans as Sports Mascots: A Case Study of Miami University.” 

 

Public Presentations and Guest Lectures 

• Guest Lecture entitled: “Intersecting Athletics: The Branding and Cultural Meaning of Mascots,” 

Advertising 590: Sport, Culture, and Advertising. University of Illinois, April 17, 2008. 

• Guest Lecture entitled: “The Great White City”: Race, Space, and Otherness at Chicago’s Columbian 

Exposition,” History 273: Illinois History. University of Illinois, September 26, 2007. 



• Guest Lecture entitled: “Consuming (Native American) Mascots in Popular Culture,” Advertising 590: 

Sport, Culture, and Advertising. University of Illinois, April 19, 2007. 

• Guest Lecture entitled: “Dr. King and the Complexities of Race,” History 276: African American 

History Since 1877. University of Illinois, April 5, 2007. 

• Co-Guest Lecture with Troy Smith, University of Illinois entitled: “The Minnesota Uprising,” History 

278: Native Americans Since 1850. University of Illinois, February 6, 2007. 

• Guest Lecture entitled: “Johnson v M’Intosh,” History 277: Native Americans to 1850. University of 

Illinois, November 28, 2006. 

• Guest Speaker: Department of History Graduate Teaching Workshop, August 2006. 

• Guest Speaker: Department of History Graduate Student Association Preliminary Examination 

Workshop, March 2006. 

• Guest Lecture entitled: “Vietnam,” History 152: American History from 1877 to the Present. University 

of Illinois, July 26, 2004. 

• Guest Lecture entitled: “Populism and Protest,” History 152: American History from 1877 to the 

Present. University of Illinois, June 21, 2004. 

• Guest Lecture entitled: “Racializing Sports Mascots,” African-American History 298: “If I Could Be 

Like Mike: Sports and American Race Relations”. University of Illinois, April 15, 2002 and October 28, 

2003. 

• Guest Lecture entitled: “The Cultural World of the Roaring Twenties,” History 152: American History 

from 1877 to the Present. University of Illinois, October 22, 2002.  

• Guest Lecture entitled: “Native Americans, Race, and Sports Mascots,” University High School, 

Champaign Public School District, Champaign, Illinois. February 18, 2004. 

• Guest Lecture entitled: “The Racialized World of the 1920s,” History 152: American History from 1877 

to the Present. University of Illinois, March 9, 2004. 



 
Service Activities 

• Co-Chair, Humanities, Arts, Science, Technology Advanced Collaboratory 2010 Conference, April 15-

17, 2010. Conference includes international keynote events, young scholars intiative, disciplinary 

pedagogy forums, and the “Grand Challenges and Global Innovations Competition.”  

• Lead Planner, Humanities, Arts, Science, Technology Advanced Collaboratory III: Extended 

Workshops, April 22-23, 2009. Workshops include Visualization, Software Environment for 

Advancement of Scholarly Research (www.seasr.org), and the Imaging and Image Analyses Workshop. 

http://www.chass.uiuc.edu/Index/Entries/2009/3/27_HASTAC_III__Traversing_Digital_Boundaries.ht

ml 

• Executive Planning Committee, Humanities, Arts, Science, Technology Advanced Collaboratory III 

(HASTAC: www.hastac.org), April 19-21, 2009. 

• Executive Committee, Committee on Institutional Cooperation American Indian Studies Consortium 

Tenth Annual Graduate Student Conference, April 3-5, 2009. 

• Anonymous Reviewer, Journal of Sport and Social Issues, Dr. C.L. Cole, editor. 

• Co-Organizer with Dr. Adrian Burgos, Beyond A Barrio Conference, University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign, March 30 to 31, 2007. 

• Organizer, Critical Sport Studies Reading Group, Illinois Project for Research in the Humanities, August 

2006 to May 2007. 

• Graduate Representative, Women’s Caucus, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, May 2005 to 

May 2007, May 2008 to Present. 

• Committee Member, University of Illinois Department of History, Website Committee, January 2004 to 

May 2005. 

• Chair, Advertising Committee, Sixth Annual Women’s and Gender History Symposium, University of 

Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, March 2004 to May 2005 

• Committee Member, 2003 and 2004 Women’s and Gender History Symposium, University of Illinois at 

Urbana-Champaign, October 2003 to March 2004. 

• Website design and maintenance for The Women’s and Gender History Symposium, University of 

Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, October 2003 to May 2004.  

• Website design and maintenance for Native American House, University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign, May 2002 to August 2004.  

• Website design and maintenance for Women’s Caucus and the History Graduate Student Association, 

October 2003 to Present.  

• Website design and maintenance for Phi Alpha Theta, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 

October 2003 to March 2004. 



• Website design and maintenance for the Native American Women’s Playwright Archive, December 

2000-May 2001. 

• Website design and maintenance for Phi Alpha Theta, Iota-Alpha, Miami University. August 2001- May 

2002. 
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